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The U.S. Department of Energy Office of River Protec-
tion and its Hanford tank-farm contractor, CH2M HILL
Hanford Group, have finished the interim stabilization of
the 244-AR Vault, a facility that was once used to trans-
fer waste from nuclear materials processing buildings to
the tank farms.

Workers pumped approximately 18,000 gallons of ra-
dioactive waste from the facility and transferred it to
double-shell tanks (“Liquid waste moved to stabilize
Hanford facility,” Hanford Reach, June 23). Once the
waste was removed, crews isolated process and trans-
fer piping into the facility, plugged drains and flushed a
transfer system that was left in place in case it’s needed
in the future.

The Tri-Party Agreement called for the vault to be interim-stabilized by this Sept. 30,
but the work was completed more than a month early. ORP announced the comple-
tion in an Aug. 18 letter to the Washington State Department of Ecology.

“This is another step toward reducing the risk that tank wastes pose to the environ-
ment,” said ORP manager Roy Schepens. “By completing projects like this early, we
can shift our resources to other work in Hanford’s tank farms, such as the retrieval of
salt and sludge wastes from single-shell tanks.”

The 100-foot-long concrete-walled 244-AR Vault was built between 1966 and 1968.
It was used until the early 1990s to safely transfer wastes from B Plant and the Pluto-
nium-Uranium Extraction Facility, or PUREX, to the Hanford tank farms. Sodium hy-
droxide was added to make the waste less acidic so it wouldn’t corrode the steel walls
of the tanks.

Years of past processing and water intrusions into the facility left hazardous and ra-
dioactive waste in four different tanks and a secondary containment system. The 244-
AR Vault cleanup project focused on consolidating that waste into one of the four
tanks, then sampling it for compatibility and transferring it to a double-shell under-
ground storage tank.

“The teamwork between ORP and CH2M HILL moved this difficult and complicated
task through to completion,” said Ed Aromi, president of CH2M HILL Hanford Group.
“This model is serving us well as we work to meet or beat the milestones ahead of
us.” ■

Interim stabilization of 244-AR Vault completed
Project beats Tri-Party Agreement
milestone by more than a month

Workers prepare to remove liquid waste from the 244-AR
Vault to interim stabilize the facility.


